One Million Words!

7th Grade English 2009
In English this year we’ll be reading, writing, discussing, memorizing, acting, and working together as we consider a variety of literary works. The object?  To help you learn to become a more thoughtful person and a more skilled communicator and to help you think more about what it means to be a human being.

While many of the readings in class are required, one special project asks you to select books which you want to read and to read them outside of class. We’ll begin working to that end in this class with the Million Word Extravaganza.   

1.  Select a book With your parents’ and friends’ input, select books which really appeal to you.  These may be classic literature or popular fiction, romances, westerns, science fiction, horror novels, mysteries, plays, biographies or most anything else.  
· All must be books that you have not read before.
· All books must be approved by both me and your parents or guardians  

2.  Bring the book in and show it to me.   Once you’ve selected and acquired a book (from your home, the library, a bookstore, or borrowed from a friend), tell me about it. I’ll sign your log.

3.  Share what you’re reading with your parent or guardian.  Bring the book home and give your parent or guardian an opportunity to look over your selection.  Once they’ve done so, enter your selection on the Million Word log that is provided. Your parent/guardian then needs to sign the log.  You’ll turn in the log at the conclusion of the project.  

4.  Share what you’re reading with others.  Often in class we will have discussion time when you’ll share your thoughts about what you’re reading with others.
5.  Estimate the word count.  To determine how many words are in your selected book, simply count the number of words on an average page and multiply by the number of pages in the book.  If there are illustrations or blank or short pages, deduct for those.  Round off the number. In general, students will read two books a semester.
6. Be accountable for your reading.  You are accountable for what you read in many different ways.  Four of the following methods of assessment must be completed by you between now and May.  You may select the order for the assessments, though some of them must be completed within the first semester.

7. You must choose from the project list on the back of this sheet and complete at least two projects for the semester. Depending on the page numbers of your books, you may read fewer than two books, or more than two books. Your final project grade will be based on the total number of words read and the total number of projects completed. 
Projects

1.  Complete a dialectical journal.  The journal requires five entries.  We’ll review how to do this in class.  Basically, in the left-hand column of a piece of paper you’ll copy a quote or brief section of the book that particularly interests you.  Include the page number from which the passage came.  On the right-hand side you’ll record your personal response to that passage:  questions, comments, what you loved (or hated) and why, predictions, connections with other readings, and so on.  Your commentary will typically run 250-300 words for each of the five passages/quotes. This must be typed.

2.  Meet with me for an informal book talk before or after school.  Just make an appointment. You may only do this once.  The book talk must be done before the project’s due date.
3.  Write a reflection (not a book report).  You must do this project at least once. We will go over the requirements and options in class. (Double-spaced, typed:  1 ½ -2 pages.)

4.  Make a valiant, documented effort to get in touch with the author of your book.  Turn in specific evidence of your research to find the author, what steps you took to get in touch with him or her.  Type a letter to the author and allow me to proof it before you send it.  Be sure you include your return address/email address with your communication. Try this assessment early in the year to maximize your chances of getting a response.

5.  With parental permission, sign up on www.bookcrossing.com.  You must own the book to do this project.  Then register, release, and track a book. Print out the page that shows your “blurb” on the book. You need to post a very brief note detailing your thoughts on the book. With what you turn in, include a note telling me where you left it and why you chose that location. This process will be explained in class.  Remember:  A signed parental permission slip is required before beginning this assessment.  Your blurb should be at least 250 words about the book but don’t give away the ending!
6.  Create your own, artistic response to the book.  This may involve artwork, creative writing, music, theatre, food and so on.  Be prepared to explain your rationale for the project to the class in a brief oral presentation when you share your work with them. 

7.  Write letters.  Have your parent, guardian or another adult friend write a letter to you recommending a book that they have loved and think you’ll love, too.  In the letter, they should explain when they first read the book and what prompts them to recommend it to you.  When you finish reading the book, write a letter back to the person who recommended it telling them what you thought about the 

book and why.  Your letter must be typed and at least 250 words. Submit both letters to me.

8. Protagonist for the day.

Come dressed to class as the main character in your book.  Prepare a speech as that character and talk to the class as if you were telling us the story as the protagonist in your book.

Grading:  As you finish each book, turn in your assessment for evaluation and record the grade you earn on your Million Word log.  In addition, on your mid-term or final there may be an essay question that deals with one or more of your Million Word Extravaganza books.  

· Thanks to Hilary Zunin, Napa High School, for creating and sharing this project.

